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occur in areas where the economic relations of the ruling race
and the subject race tend to be complementary rather than
competitive and where for historical and climatic reasons, the
former exercise political power in a spirit of trusteeship. In
such a setting it becomes necessary both for utilitarian and for
moral reasons to throw open the gates of European culture to
the natives of the country. Racial myths appear on both sides
as a protective screen for the cultural values of each race.
They are defensive myths, symptomatic of divided ideals and
interests, not aggressively used to bolster up unwarranted
privileges.

Among these fallacies is the belief that non-European races
are lazier than Europeans. This is nonsense. Leaving aside
defects of physique and health, due in part to defective nutrition,
we have enough objective data to prove the contrary. The
impression arises from experience of non-Europeans in wage
labour doing work without the slightest social meaning for
them. Inside their own social system, or working for ends they
accept as worthwhile, these men are -'often more industrious
than Europeans. Environment, technical shortcomings and
cultural standards may impose a different rhythm of work and
rest from ours. Or, for the same reasons, their output might be
less than could be expected. But this does not imply a disin-
clination to work.3C Indeed, the surprising thing is that indentured
plantation labour, or men driven to the mines by economic and
legal pressure, do any work at all.

Another fallacy of the same kind, often heard in Africa, is
that the natives are "routine minded" and "lack initiative."
This, one is sometimes inclined to suspect, is nothing but a

1 This question has to be studied against the background of the total
native economy of a particular people. Cf. for example Firth, R., Primitive,
Polynesian Economy, 1939; Richards, A. I., Land, Labour and Diet in
Northern Rhodesia, 1940; Nadel, S.F., op. cit. Evans-Pritchard, E. E.
The Nuer, 1940. In this connection it may be noted that the zeal and
industry of African schoolboys is notorious. They have to be forced to
relax.